FRANCE AND THE VATICAN.
ROMAN VIEW OF THE FRENCH
DEBATES ON RELIGION.

Effect of M. Waldeck-Rousseau's and
Abbo Lemire's Speoches —Pope Leo's
Favor for the Rourges Congress
and Its Imitations in Italy —Chureh Re-
form From Below Through the Priests.

Romy, Deo. 20.—The discussion at the
Palais Bourbon on the Public Worship
Budget has caused no surprise. The Pope
knew the views of the French Government
on that subject and on the Embassy at the
Vatican. 1f M. Waldeck-Rousseau has
views of his own on the construction of
the Concordat (I have explained them in
Tng SuN) he is decidedly opposed to the
separation of the State and the Churches.
Such a system seems to him unworthy of a
Government or a statesman. Though noth-
ing unforescen has occurred, Leo XIIL
Las been careful to read the speeches,
What attracted attention here above all
was the passage expressing hostility to
the oivil constitution of the clergy. 8o
¢lolent and adroit a campaign had been
made for 8 “national church” that intelli-
gent persons assumed that there must be
a logloal connection between the Assocla-
tions law and the plan for a schism. M.
Waldeck-Rousseau hag bolted that door.
Will M. Brunetidre, w expressed in the
Revue des Deur Mondes most eloquently
e rising uneasiness, now formulate his
idoas In the face of the Prime Minister's
anqualified veto? The rest of M. Waldeok-
Rousseau's &poech seemed colorless, but
the speaker's imperious and smiling disdain
was striking. It was no longer the atti-
tude of patriotio enthusiasm about the
protectorate and the missions.

The practical, wise and vivid epeech of
Abbé Lemire is very highly approved;
there are to be found the right tone, the
pontifical acoent, the faultless interpreta-
tion of Rome's policy. After reading it
the Holy Father, it is asserted, told some
one in his confidence: “If the 00,000 priests
in France spoke in that way Franoe would
be saved.” The article in the Tempas,
which attracted much notice at the Vatiocan,
{noreased this impression. So the Secre-
tary of State had inserted in the Osservalore
Romano a commentary on the debate in the
French Chamber. The official journal
even cited some phrases of the speech ad-
ding that “they deserved to be spread
throughout the whole world. *

Abbé Lemire's declarations on the Con-
cordat and the part it plays, on the duties
of the State and on the conduot of the
clergy, expressed adequately the ideas
of the Holy See. Yea, that is the method
of work urged by the Pope, which s de-
veloped in one encyclical after another
with a foroe, a distinotness and a spirit of
continuity that Catholics bave not noticed
sifficiently nor understood completely.
A learned and plous clergy, turning toward
the people, popular, sympathetio, adapting
the principles of the Gospels and the im-
mutable rules of tradition to our circum-
stances, breaking away with retrograde
manners and behavior, such is shown to be
everywhere the dootrinal and apostolio
preference of the Holy Father and such
is the spirit of Abbé Lemire's utterances.
That preferenoce and that spirit aroused
in the Pope his groat admiration for the
Bourges Congrees. Is not the strange
and marked oontrast between the refrao-
tory Catholios in France and Rome's mag-
nanimous approval remarkable?

Lately the Vatican has caused several
congresses to be held in Italy and it is the
congressos of priests on the brilliant model
of that at Bourges that have sent forth
the most light. Ancona, Fabriano, Bene-
vento, Savona have imitated Bourges,
Cardinals, Bishops and & numerous body
of priests have followed inthe wake of Mgr,
Sarvonnet, Abbé Lemire and the brilliant
French phalanx. When Mgr. Servonnet
last July delivered to the Holy Father
the printed proceedings of the Council of
Bourges, Imo. XI1II. expressed to him his
liveliost thanks. The bottom, the true
essenoe, the oconcrete aim of the Roman
policy is not, as vulgar oritios would like
to have it belived, gross opportunism or
putting up with unavoidable evils, it is
the turning of Christianity toward the con-
crete realitios of the time in order to win
back by Atting methods the influence,
the mastery of souls, the positions lost
by a evele of revolutions and & series of
political blunders

For this reason Leo X111 attributes such
great importanos o the popular aotivity of
the clergy. to s rejuvensted education,
to s discipline, s taot and s spirit. If
the Holy Bee Las the Bourges Congress
wansported to ltaly, where it regulates
aflairs most directly it s hecause the oon
groes and the dews of Mgr Bervonnet and
ALLe  lenue ecipross sdeqgustely  the
thoughts of Jeo AL
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THE PEOPLE'S CLUB.

Objects and Nesults Attained at an Instie
tution en the East Side.

To Tax EpITOR OF T Bon—8fr: 1
wonder how many are aware of the exist-
ence of the People's Club. And if aware,
how many have just the right idea of what
kind of a thing that club is.

To more than one I dare say, the very
idea of a People's Club will immediately
call to mind a dingy room with a lot of
seecly people huddled to gether and ralling
against the existing order of things, If
there be any one so believing let him be
undeceived.

There is not a more dignified club in the
city than is this very People's Club,
And certainly in no club prevails such a
genial, brotherly, expansive atmosphere.
In the words of Prof. Charles Sprague
Smith: “The recognition of the brotherhood
of man and all the sympathies that flow out
of this belief constitute the atmosphere
of this club.*

Nor s this atmosphere of the *preachy*
sort, either; it is the genuine applied article.
Yes, that noblest of doctrines, the common
brotherhood of man is here practised—
practised. And this, not because it is con-
sidered admirable to meet on o footing of
equality and entertain brotherly feelings
toward one another; but simply as the
result of giving free course to the expression
of one's social nature in all ita fulness,
warmth and spontaneity.

There is, indeed, not the least approach
to any sentimental toying with new-fangled
ideas, nothing of doctrinarianism in a
word about the ways of tha club  Its aim
and methods are matter-of-fact.

A striking illustration of this practical
attitude of the club was afforded in the
manner in which a discourse by one of the
most distinguished exponents of the single-
tax theory was received at a recen t meet-
ing. The fascinating presentation was
listened to with intense interest, but in the
discussion that followed, to the evident
amazement of the lecturer, all his propo-
sitions were modestly, but peremptorily
and irrevocably denied, to adopt Carlyle's

phrase.

Not that there are no adherents of the
single-tax system in the club. 1 believe
the President himself is a eingle taxer.
But the thing is that the members are
not all cast in one mould, nor are they so
carriéd away with what ought to be as to
be forgetful of the exigencies of what is

Truly, a unique institution this People's
Club is. Unique, above all, in that it pre-
sents a perfect symphony of social con-
traries. ogel's heart might have swelled
with ecstacy at this smooth reconciliation
of opposites in a higher unity.

The whole gamut of social differentiation
{s here represented. There ia the contrast
of sex, the contrast of age, the contrast of
ococupation, the contrast of position, the
contrast of attainments, the contrast of
oreed, religions, soclal and economie, the
oontrast of nationality—and what contrast
not? Only one contrast is absent—the
contrast of humanity. And in the absence
of this one contrast may be found the key
to the harmonious presence of all the other
contrasta.

But the club is unique also in the happy
blending of the soclal, recreational and
educational features. Let me lightly run
over the list:

Once a week leotures are delivered by rep-
resentative men from all walks of life on
all sorte of current and academic topics,
which Jeotures are followed by a putting
to the question and a general discussion
Once a fortnight a class in ethics meets
under the leadership of the Rev. Thomas R
Slicer.

On the same alternate night the debatin
section holds its session in the presence o
a critle appointed from occasion to ocasion
who sums up the merits of the debate and
correots defects in delivery. On alternate
Sunday afternoons Dr. Harry C. Crowl of
the (‘ll{ College leads the literary section,
which is now studying Shakespears

On the intervening Sunday aftermoons
discussions on general, literary, social
and industrial questions are lLeld On
alternate Saturday evenings, Mrs Mary
Hateh Willard meets the women of the
olub for an informal talk on guestions of
specific interest to them

On the intervening Saturday evenings,
the main room is reserved for those who
desire to use it for dancing and they do so
use it, 100, sometimes, indeed in & rather

resSiVe MANNer, 8O A% 10 CRUSE & BOIe-
what “tenement-like® crowding alwavs
a good-natured one, though in the ranks
of those who prefer a game of whist, or
chess, or checkers and t like

Once & month a n, & social entertaln-
ment o furnished to the members and
their friends, and now and then recitals
of a more elaborate character are gotten up
And so on

Nor are the foregoing Hems and other

ones unlisted mere contemplations  They
are facte, and, best of sl whole-hearted
facts, without & touch of perfunctoniness
about them I Blwer n-!»- me, for In
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:: ‘t‘l:‘ last campaign. WAS an
spontaneous one,
orbidding all with

the ru f g ling

litics of the club as a whole The mem-
bers slmply realized that the question at
issue was that of decency or indecenoy,
and that was sufficient for them to rise as

one man, Here there is food for civio
reflection.
Yes, the great need, the overshadowing

need of this vast city, with its heterogeneous
population, is the creation of centres of
social intercourse, moral culture and pleas-
ant and cheerful companionship. No, not
intellectual facilities is what this oity wants
80 much as moral and social facilities; not
institutions for filling the head, but insti-
tutions for fitting the heart. And yet,
millions will be poured into libraries, mil-
lions more, and yet more, into mhs.u
and universities, while civic investments
of a more fundemental and immediate
order are hardly accorded a passing at-
tention,

Institutions for adjusting us to our in-
tellectual environment we have, in |ts
higher reaches we have them even to spare;
we have institutions for adjusting us to
our industrial environment, our religious
| environment, and our artistic environment ;
| what we grievously lack are agencies for

adjusting us to our social, civioc and moral
| environment

Do you bring me the University Settle-
ment, the Fast End House, the Educational
Alliance, the Y. M C. A andthe Y. M. H. A?
Then 1 say, God bless them, and would we
had more of tham: but there is an essential
difference hetween them and an insti-
tution such as the People’s Club.

The People's Club has a home at mosphere
and there is all the difference in the world.
An atmosphere of home, with its intimaoy
and immediateness, is the one atmosphere
that goes home to a man; that reaches
the innermost core of his being. The
home is the specifically moral or human
agency; and an institution which aims at
moralization must be modelled upon the

home
The

Just what makes a home a home?
absence of determinations. In any other
sphere some one element of our nature,
such as the religious, the intellsctual, the
industrial, &c¢ is made dominant: some
detached portion of our being is trained
to expreskion.  In the home alone the whole
of our being is brought into play.

Here one is not such a professional, or
such a religious follower, or of such a sex,
of such an age, one ix gimply man, In the
home, the atmosphere is thoroughly hu-
man,general, unconventional Your formid-
able scientist with his big words and in-
volved sentences, ueres ﬁmmu at his
fireside which is assimilable alike to the
bhaby of the house and the eldest daughter,
who is a devotee of the Browning ctﬁt.

Another characteristic of the home (s
that it is autonomous or self<contained,
While not self-sufficient, as nothing in an
interdependent world can be, & home is
its own setter of tone, to the {»ref-lunlon
of all patronizing influences A man's
home is his castle

Yet another thing that characterizes
the home is that it presents a unity amid
diversity. Nothing, indeed, is more diverse
| in its make-up when we come to think of
| it, than is a home; and at once nothing more
solid in its unity.

And this is as it should be. Without
| underlying diversity something may have
uniformity, but not unity; nor will it be in
the nature of a family, but that of an asso-
ciation. The bond of union of the one is
mechanical, external; of the other, organio,

internal
N ?oumo- all
the home

RN

Now, the People's Club
these three differentiates of It
is total, not partial; it is self-contained,
not foreign-dominated; and it as is varie-
gated in its composition as a cross section
of society itself

To the question, then--and the question
has been definitely put to me--what dis-
tinctive place is the People's Club intended
to fill in the life of the city? My answer,
in one phrase, is; The People's Club is
intended to be A home extension

larly with the home, is not to make a man
a better workman, or a better churchman,
or a better schoolman-—all of which it is
well and proper that a man should be made.
The function of the People's Club is to
' make the workman, the churchman, the
schooltan a better man. That is to say,
the club wands for an all round self reali-
zation

And now, might I recommend a visit to
the club? It is installed at 241 Fast Four-
teenth street, under the appellation of
| *People’s lustitute Club A"
Gannren Werss

Father Healfy Vindieated,
The two suits tried recently in the Sy.
preme Court in Brooklyn to test the validity
of the transfer of life insurance policies,

made by the late Rov John M. Kiely, pastor
| of the tatholic Church of the Transfigura
tion, to his cousin, the Bev Jeremiab J
Heafy, hiave bwer decided in favor of Father

| Healy

The function of the People's Club, simi- |

Justice Russell has decided 1that
| the policies were transferred by Father
| Kiely when he was of sound mind and |
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8. Altman & o,

Will show on Monday, January 20th, for
Early Spring wear,

Worsted Dress Fabrics

Suitable for Fancy Tailor Gowns,

also

Cotton Dress Fabrics.

Drapery Fabrics,
Lace Curtains and Bed Sets.

(Third Floor.)

Exceptional va'ues for Monday and Tuesday,
January 20th and 21st, as follows:

2,000 YDS. DRAPERY FABRICS,
Desirable for Draperies, Wall and Furniture Coverings,

$1.75 and $2./5 Yard

FRENCH VELOUR PORTIERES,

- vy BTEAT T . g— v —

Le Boutillier Brotfers
HOUSEKEEPING LINENS

AT LARGE REDUCTIONS.

FINE GRASS BLEACHED DAMASK TABLE CLOTHS AND NAPKINS.
TABLE CLOTHS:

2 yds. long, 2 yds, wide, $1.50 1.95 2.95 4.50 eack
2% ¢ 2 v 2.00 2.75 3.75 5.50 *
g2 gR & 2.50 3.25 5.00 é6.50 *
g " W gn W .95 3.50 5.75 7.50 -

4 4 3.95 5.50 6.75

BREAKFAST AND DINNER NAPKINS:
58 by 5% - $1.25 1.95 2.50 3.50 5.00dosen
%Y Y- 1.75 2.75 3.50 5.00 6.50 *

7

HAND-LOOM TABLE CLOTHS (made from Golden Flax.)

2 yds. by 2 yds., 2% yds. by 2 yds., 3 yds. by 2 yds.,
52.25 $2.75 53.50

BEDROOM TOWELS: $1.20 1.80 2.40 3.00 3.75 6.00 dos,

A lot of extra-fine Double Damask Table Cloths, without Naphkins,
2 and 2% yards wide and from 2 to 6 yards long, slightly soiled, at

HALF PRICE.

LMNWETSp S{n?lc beds, ’3075 4.50 5050 ‘-50 aCﬁ
. double beds, 4.50 5.50 6.75 8.50 *~

LINEN PILLOW CASES:  $1.00 1.25 1.50 1,75 2.00 *~

Hemstitched and Embroidered Bedspreads, Sheets, Pillow Cases,
Shams, Scarfs, Lunch Tray Cloths, Doiltes, etc., at PRICES
GREATLY REDUCED.

N. B.—William Liddell’s Gold Medal Brand Irish Table
Linens, awhich were awarded the gold medal at the Paris
Exposttion, 1900, are included in this sale.

Le Boutillier Brothers

West Twwenty-third Street.

8.50

“”

|

The Entire

$14.50, $18.50, $27.50 Pain

LACE CURTAINS,

$17.50, $29.00

$9.75,

also

LACE BED SETS,
$19.50, $25.00, $42.50, %62.5), $75.00

Women’s Shoes.

(Third Floor.)

The following Special values will be offered for
Monday, January 20th:

BOOTS,
$2.50 ans 33,50

GLACE KIDSKIN

Buttoned or Laced, with kid tps,
Per pau,

. . . '

Eighicenth Sorect, Mimcteenth Sircer, SIxth Noenwe, Mew York

oCH & CoO

125th Street, West.
Last 4 Days of

Closing Ot

Sale of Furniture

T
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Every piece high prade and guaranteed

At Far Below Cost

r)

hatislg tygrs

Absolute and Quick I)upu.‘l
Compulsory

125th Street, West,

Berween Lenca
and Jith Aves

Wholesale Stochk

of the

Famous

Ruszits Furs

offered at Retail

at Wholesale Prices,

at Their Warerooms,
73, 75, 77 Mercer St.,

Bet. Broome and Spring.

This stock is probably the largest of any fur h use
in Amernica, and conprises a collection of the be-t
selected skins, in 4 large range of styles and in all the
fash onable turs [vervthing at wholesale prices
Many odds and end- at even a greater reduction  The
Ruszits Furs have been recognized for fifty vears as
the standard of ex elience

a

SealsKin Coats, "

Persian lLamb Coats,

Muffs,
Long Boas, "+

F

NecHhpieces, | |

pithe 1y

CARRIAGE ROBLS
OUTHITS
AND MALLS

SLEIGH AND
COACHMENDS
RUGS TOKR KROOMS

John Ruszits Fur Co.,

EBTABLIBHED 1851

75, 758, 77 Mercer Street,

(.otton
Wash Fabrics,

| ) | |

Comnghoms and Chevior,
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